Georgia Grade 5 Writing Assessment

Informational Writing Topic from the 2007 Administration and Sample Papers

Informational Writing Topic 5217

Everyone is good at something. It could be a subject in school, a sport, a game, or
something you do at home. Think about one thing that you know how to do well.

Write a report to your class that describes what you do well and explains how you
learned about it.
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Annotations for Paper 8
Prompt 5217 - Informational

Ideas Score: 2-

The writer attempts to describe several things he/she does well. Some of the ideas are
developed with a sentence or two (video games, staying awake), while others are listed
with no development at all. The response lacks sufficient information to provide a sense
of completeness. The minimal development of two of the writer’s talents is enough to
move this paper into the “low 2” range.

Organization Score: 2

The paper demonstrates minimal control of the components of Organization. Some
related ideas are grouped together (video games, staying awake), but other ideas are not
presented in a clear sequence (the writer moves from math to playing games, back to
math). The last sentence of the paper is a very brief conclusion, but the paper begins
without an introduction. Instead, the writer begins describing one of his/her talents with
no set up. There is only minimal evidence of sequencing and grouping in the body of the
paper. Some ideas are linked with transitions (“Then,” “Through the years,” “Once,”
“then a few minutes later”).

Style Score: 2

The writer demonstrates minimal control of the components of Style. Word choice is
simple and ordinary (“I’m good at video games,” “I am also good”). There is little
audience awareness or sentence variety demonstrated. Demonstration of competence in
Style is limited by the brevity of the response.

Conventions Score: 2

The writer demonstrates minimal control of the components of Conventions. Some
simple sentences are correct, but there are also sentence formation errors. Some subjects
and verbs agree, and the writer correctly uses commas in a series. Spelling is generally
correct, but there are no paragraph breaks. Overall, the demonstration of competence is
limited by the brevity of the response.

Performance Level: Does Not Meet the Standard
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Annotations for Paper 9
Prompt 5217 - Informational

Ideas Score: 2

The controlling idea (how I learned to play football) is minimally developed and
addresses some aspect of the assigned task. Most of the information included is relevant
to explaining the writer’s influences in the game of football. Supporting ideas (father’s
skills at football, parent’s pride, the coach) are partially developed with examples, but
overall there is not enough information to provide a sense of completeness.

Organization Score: 2

The writer demonstrates some competence in sequencing and grouping ideas. The writer
moves from developing his father’s skills, to his parents’ pride, to how hard he practices
to improve. The introduction and conclusion are limited to a single sentence. Transitions
are fairly sophisticated (“When he was a kid,” “My dad isn’t the only one though,” “I still
like football”). Overall, there is not enough evidence in this brief paper to demonstrate
more than minimal competence.

Style Score: 2+

The tone of enthusiasm for the sport of football is appropriate to the writer’s purpose.
Word choice is often engaging (“all kinds of tricks and strategies,” “outrun everybody,”
“coach will yell and scream™). The writer’s voice is clear (“I love practicing with my
dad,” “I’ll never quit”). Sentences are varied. The paper has many qualities of higher
score points in Style, but the brevity limits the demonstration of competence.

Conventions Score: 2

The writer demonstrates minimal control of sentence formation, usage, and mechanics.
There is one run-on sentence, but several instances of correct coordination and
subordination. Subjects and verbs agree and most word forms are correct. In mechanics,
spelling is the most obvious weakness. Most of the words that are longer than one
syllable are misspelled. There are no paragraph breaks and little internal punctuation. The
brevity of the paper also limits the writer’s demonstration of competence.

Performance Level: Does Not Meet the Standard
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Annotations for Paper 10
Prompt 5217 - Informational

Ideas Score: 3

The controlling idea (playing volleyball) is clear and developed with relevant supporting
details (first learning to play, practicing, being a pro, winning and losing). The writer
includes some examples and details to provide a sense of completeness and address some
reader concerns (how the writer improved as a volleyball player, advice on how to react
to winning and losing). Some ideas are well developed, while others are only partially
developed (celebrating, becoming a pro). The writer is generally focused on the assigned
topic and genre.

Organization Score: 3

The overall organizational strategy (introduction, description of volleyball, conclusion) is
generally appropriate to the writer’s ideas and the assigned genre. The introduction and
the conclusion are both somewhat brief, but they clearly indicate what the writer does
well. Ideas are generally sequenced in a clear manner (learning to play, practicing, going
pro, losing and winning, going pro again), and related ideas are generally grouped
together (some of the ideas in the body are not clearly grouped). The writer uses some
transitions to link parts of the paper (“One time,” “If you become good,” “Sometimes,”
“If they do win,” “Whenever | play”).

Style Score: 3

The writer demonstrates sufficient control of the components of Style. Language and tone
are generally consistent with the writer’s purpose and the informational genre. The writer
demonstrates awareness of the audience. Word choice is generally engaging (“I got
confused when he explained the rules,” “signing autographs,” *“celebrate with your
friends and family””) with some lapses into simple and ordinary language (“really fun,”
“bad idea,” “good at it,” “have fun”). There is some variation in sentence length and
structure. The writer’s enthusiastic voice is clear (“practice, practice, and practice and
never give up”).

Conventions Score: 3

The writer demonstrates sufficient control of the components of Conventions. The
majority of sentences are correct, but there are some sentence formation errors
(“Sometimes | Lose or Sometimes | win, If I lose | don’t get so mad like some people
do.”). Subjects and verbs generally agree, but there are some incorrect word forms
(“when your playing”). There are a variety of mechanics errors (several missing commas,
capitalization errors, and spelling errors). Overall, however, there are more correct
instances of sentence formation, usage, and mechanics than errors.

Performance Level: Meets the Standard
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Annotations for Paper 11
Prompt 5217 - Informational

Ideas Score: 3

The controlling idea (The writer’s bike riding talent) is clear and developed with relevant
supporting ideas (learning about bikes, wheelies, turning quickly). The writer provides
enough examples and details to provide a sense of completeness and address some reader
concerns (how to turn quickly and touch the ground). Some ideas are well developed,
while others are only partially developed (wheelies). The writer is generally focused on
the assigned topic and genre, but the writer could have provided more information about
how his dad taught him to ride a bike.

Organization Score: 3

The overall organizational strategy (introduction, description of bike riding, conclusion)
is generally appropriate to the writer’s ideas and the informational genre. The paper
begins with an attention-grabbing introduction that is appropriate to the topic, but the
conclusion is abrupt (“Why I like my bike? I can do cool things on them.”). Ideas are
generally sequenced in a clear manner, and related ideas are generally grouped together
(learning, wheelies, quick turns). The writer uses some transitions to link parts of the
paper (“Then,” “I only do that,” “when | was a little kid”).

Style Score: 3+

The writer demonstrates sufficient control of the components of Style. Language and tone
are consistent with the writer’s purpose and the assigned genre. The writer demonstrates
awareness of the audience in the introduction (“Streek! Wow that was a close one!””) and
the body of the paper (“My wheelies look like a firce bear standing on two paws”). Word
choice is generally engaging (“like a dead body,” “The rest of it is history now,”
“extremely quick,” “rapidly go up”). Sentences vary in length and structure. The writer’s
enthusiastic voice is appropriate.

Conventions Score: 4-

The writer demonstrates consistent control of the components of Conventions. Sentences
are consistently correct, including complex and compound sentences (“You can do this
by turning your handle bars fast enough that the bike will go on its side weels, and, the
ground will be on the side you lean to.” *“I have practiced how to turn extremly quick on
my bike, so that | will be able to touch the ground while riding my bike.”). Subjects and
verbs agree, and word forms are generally correct (except “I’ve rode my bike” and “I’ve
rode extremly quick”). Spelling and punctuation are generally correct, but there are some
mechanics errors too (“flip,” “extremly,” “lye,” “firce” lack of paragraph breaks).
Although the paper is less than a page long, the writer demonstrates correct Conventions
in a variety of contexts.

Performance Level: Meets the Standard
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Annotations for Paper 12
Prompt 5217 - Informational

Ideas Score: 3

In this paper, the controlling idea is sufficiently developed. The writer maintains focus on
the assigned topic and all of the information included is relevant. Some supporting ideas
(rehearsals, auditions, support in school) are more developed than others. At the end of
the paper, the reader still knows relatively little about what kinds of shows YEA
produces. Is it dance? Plays? This reader concern is not addressed by the writer and is an
important part of the informational genre.

Organization Score: 4

The overall organizational strategy is appropriate to the informational purpose. Ideas are
logically sequenced as the writer moves from introducing the purpose of YEA to the
support of activities outside the company to how challenging participating in YEA can
be. The introduction sets the stage for describing how exciting and challenging being in a
theatrical company can be. In the conclusion the writer explains why she hopes to be a
part of YEA for years to come. Related supporting ideas are grouped together.
Transitions are somewhat varied, stronger within paragraphs than across parts of the

paper.

Style Score: 4

The enthusiastic tone is appropriate for the writer’s purpose (to explain why YEA is such
an important part of her life). Word choice is generally engaging (“fun, exciting,
challenging, and very serious,” “accepted or rejected,” “maintain good grades and
acceptable behavior,” “challenges you). The writer’s voice is evident throughout the
paper as she shares her happiness and excitement with the reader (“YEA is an awesome
program.” “I’m going to do everything | can to stay in YEA!™).

Conventions Score: 4

The writer demonstrates consistent control of sentence formation, usage, and mechanics.
There are a few awkwardly overloaded sentences and one run-on, but most of the
sentences are correct and some of them are complex. Most of the usage is correct and
there is some variety in the elements. “Know” for “now” is probably a spelling error
rather than a usage error, and the only spelling error. Paragraph breaks are correct, and
there is some variety in internal punctuation. Capitalization is correct.

Performance Level: Meets the Standard
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Annotations for Paper 13
Prompt 5217 - Informational

Ideas Score: 4

The controlling idea (I am good at plenty of things) is well developed and addresses the
assigned writing task. Although it may be more difficult for a writer to develop several
things he/she does well, it is an acceptable way of responding to the prompt. In this case,
the supporting ideas (drawing, writing, basketball, making friends, being friends) are
relevant and well developed. The writer includes specific examples and details for each
of his/her talents to inform the reader. Although some of the ideas could be more fully
elaborated, the writer is consistently focused on the assigned topic, genre, and purpose.

Organization Score: 4-

The overall organizational strategy (introduction, description of several things the writer
does well, conclusion) is appropriate to the writer’s ideas and the assigned genre. The
introduction sets the stage for the writer’s description of multiple talents. Ideas are
logically sequenced across parts of the paper (one talent at a time), and related ideas are
grouped together. Transitions link parts of the paper (“When I’m drawing,” “I’m also
good,” “At my other school”) and ideas within paragraphs (“When I’m done with a
story,” “I still keep in touch,” “When they are talking). The final sentence of the paper
(“can you even imagin that?”’) concludes the description of how the writer is a good
friend, but there is no overall conclusion that ties together all of the writer’s talents.

Style Score: 3+

The writer demonstrates sufficient control of the components of Style. Language and tone
are generally consistent with the writer’s purpose and the informational genre. The writer
demonstrates awareness of the audience in the conclusion (“can you even imagin that?”).
Word choice is generally engaging (“tune them out,” “get distracted,” “Basketball is and,
always will be my favorite sport!”) with some lapses into simple and ordinary language
(“good at basketball,” “good at making friends,” “a lot,” “Hi my name is,” “good at
plenty of things”). There is some variation in sentence length and structure. The writer’s
enthusiastic voice is clear.

Conventions Score: 4

The writer demonstrates consistent control of the components of Conventions. Sentences
are consistently correct, including complex and compound sentences. Subjects and verbs
agree, and word forms are generally correct. Spelling and punctuation are generally
correct, but there are some mechanics errors too (“I” is not capitalized, missing
apostrophes). While there are minor errors in Conventions, they do not interfere with
meaning.

Performance Level: Meets the Standard
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Annotations for Paper 14
Prompt 5217 - Informational

Ideas Score: 5

The controlling idea is fully developed and addresses all aspects of the assigned task.
This writer takes the unusual perspective of speaking like an expert and giving directions
(thus implying that he is good enough at snorkeling to teach others how to do it
correctly). The writer maintains a consistent focus on the informational genre, covering
each aspect of the sport step-by step. Supporting ideas (swimming and holding breath,
using the snorkel, watching the water for danger) are developed with specific details. The
writer addresses reader concerns by anticipating the needs of the uninformed reader and
by emphasizing safety in the water and in the ocean.

Organization Score: 5

The unique overall organizational strategy (steps to safe snorkeling) is appropriate to the
informational genre. Ideas are logically sequenced as the writer begins with getting in the
water, swimming and breathing skills, using the snorkel mouthpiece, then moves into
developing safety skills in the ocean. The introduction sets the stage by announcing that
the writer is going to explain exactly what to expect. The conclusion is a wish that the
reader gets out and tries to snorkel one day. Related supporting ideas are grouped
together in paragraphs. Effective and varied transitions link all parts of the paper.

Style Score: 5

Carefully crafted phrases create a sustained tone that is enthusiastic and reassuring at the
same time. The language is varied, precise, and engaging (“follow my instructions at your
nearest pool,” “work your way up,” “circular motion,” “take a huge breath,”
“mouthpiece,” “disappear,” “definitely,” “most common”). There is sustained attention to
the audience as the writer explains each step of learning to snorkel safely. The writer’s
authoritative voice is consistent and sustained. Sentences are extensively varied, and the
imperative sentences contribute to the authoritative tone of the expert.

Conventions Score: 5

The writer demonstrates a full command of the components of sentence formation, usage,
and mechanics. There are only occasional losses of control in sentence formation (one
run-on, one fragment, and a sentence beginning with the coordinator “So.”). Even
complex and compound sentences are correct. Usage is correct in a variety of contexts.
There are very few errors in mechanics. The writer does not yet punctuate after
introductory clauses, but there is still a variety of correct internal punctuation
demonstrated. Paragraph breaks and capitalization are correct.

Performance Level: Exceeds the Standard
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